No Child Can Be Left Behind In Colorado
Thomas Jefferson in 1818 set a standard for our efforts to educate every child by stating:  “A system of general instruction, which shall reach every description of our citizens from the richest to the poorest, as it was the earliest, so will it be the latest of all the public concerns in which I shall permit myself to take an interest.”  

Each state in the nation is continuing to find that this public concern is one of the most challenging we undertake as a society.  Four years ago, The No Child Left Behind Act established the challenge that all our students, from the richest to the poorest, must have a quality education.  While the goal is necessary and noble, it presents enormous challenges to our education system.  Most notable, is the goal that all students must be proficient in reading and math by 2014.  

The process by which we are to evaluate the success of accomplishing that goal is one of extreme importance.  Recently, Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings announced that tracking the academic growth of students over time may be the most promising way to measure individual student progress, school accountability and give schools credit for improvements that they make over time.

In Colorado, we started working on this process four years ago.  We believed that the CSAP test should not just be used for evaluation but diagnosing how students were progressing.  Teachers must be given the tools to track their students over time so they can determine how to educate each student.  Every student comes to the classroom with different abilities and knowledge.  The teacher helps the student grow throughout the entire year so their progress is sustained.  

I am carrying a resolution in the House of Representatives along with Senator Grossman in the Senate, to change our evaluation on Adequate Yearly Progress from a status measurement of comparing students from one grade to the next to tracking individual students throughout their educational experience toward proficiency.  Colorado can set the trend for the nation to fairly evaluate how our schools are educating the richest to the poorest.  Basically, we are asking that our schools be evaluated using the following standard.  

We will challenge our schools to move those students who are below grade level more than one grade in academic achievement in a year.  Their growth must be accelerated toward proficiency.  We also will track the growth of those students at proficiency and advanced to make sure they are not sliding and gliding.  Each teacher will have the necessary information on each student to understand what must be done to fully educate that student during the school year. 
We know that in many cases it takes more than one year to bring students toward proficiency.  We are developing a three year safe harbor approach to evaluating the academic growth of progress toward proficiency, so each student and teacher will have reasonable opportunity for success.   
Next month, we will be sending to each school in the state diagnostic information on every student.  It will show the teachers how each student is projected to be proficient.  That information, as a result of HB 1433, puts Colorado in position to accomplish an outstanding education for every student.  We ask that our schools give each of our students, from the richest to the poorest, the best chance to succeed. We also ask that we can measure our schools under the No Child Left Behind Act using the academic growth of our students.   
