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Contact: Representative Keith King, 303-866-2191

House Votes for Disaster!

Over the last two years, I have worked very hard to find a bi-partisan solution to the budget crisis in Colorado.  To do that, we must do two things.  First, any solution must find support here in the Legislature, and more importantly, it must have voter approval in November.  Today, largely on a partisan vote, HB 1194, carried by Democrat Speaker Romanoff, was passed out of the House.  His bill was the only alternative that the Democrats allowed to be heard by the full House.  The bill is so liberal in its structure that I believe it will have no hope of passing in November.  

I would like to explain the process that led us to this point.  Last year we looked for bi-partisan solutions in the House while I was Majority Leader.  The resolutions that were carried last year required a two-thirds vote of the House because they were designed to change the Constitution.  Those resolutions addressed both TABOR and Amendment 23, and looked for practical common ground between the two.  By the end of the session last year, we passed six bills out of the House to go to the Senate, all of which could have resolved some of our immediate budget problems.  While none of them survived, the House at least did a quality job in try to solve the budget crisis.  

This year, the Democrats have allowed only one bill to go forward.  I offered one, HB 1135, which was killed when all the Democrats voted against it in the Finance Committee.  When HB 1194, the Speaker’s bill was presented in the Finance committee, the Appropriations Committee, and by the whole House on second reading, every amendment offered by Republicans was defeated.  Even a couple of amendments that I offered to the bill were ruled out of order.  While those amendments clearly fit under the title of the bill, the Democrats decided they did not even want a fair discussion.  In my opinion, that is no way to foster bi-partisan support through tactics like that.  Maybe the Democrats believe they can pass a bill into law all on their own.  However, I do not believe that is the case.

In its current form, HB 1194, Speaker Romanoff’s bill will never pass the approval of the voters.  His bill does not have a spending cap for 10 years.  Government and spending can grow unlimited.  At the end of those ten years, if people believe the government is spending too much, the TABOR limit would again be effective, reducing the state spending authority by approximately 1.5 billion dollars.  In the last several years we have limited the increase in spending due to the economy.  We have never cut our spending.  Can you imagine what would happen if we actually cut 1.5 billion dollars from the budget.  

During the 10 years the state has no spending limit, the Legislature could also raise dozens of fees that would also require the citizens of Colorado to pay millions more to use various services.  For example, there would be nothing to prevent the Legislature from increasing fees on every vehicle in the State of Colorado.  While not officially defined as a tax, that could still require all license fees to go up.  How much do you really trust the Legislature? 

You will also hear that this bill provides funding for capital improvements and highways.  However, the real analysis shows that there will be very little money available for capital improvements.  Unless the bill is changed in the Senate, you will not notice any new buildings or highways because of how the bill is structured.  During the fiscal year, 2006, the new money that is available would probably bill one bridge.  Instead, I believe that money will be diverted to more and more pet spending programs.  Even the Democrats admitted today that, “this is just the start,” as they have already planned for hundreds of millions of dollars of increased spending.  
I call on the Legislature to find a real bi-partisan solution to fix the budget.  I believe we still have the time and political will to make that happen.  Otherwise, HB 1194 will be a disaster.  It will not fix our budget problems unless it is changed to meaningfully limit the runaway spending of the voters’ money.           
###
