King Looking Forward To Challenges Of Senate

Politics isn’t an easy business.  Campaigns can be really tough, and passing good legislation can be even tougher.  But the struggle of getting elected is nothing compared to the satisfaction of getting a valuable bill passed.  The rewards of statesmanship redeem the pains of politics.


Yet every few years, elected officials have to enter back into raw politics; and the more effective his statesmanship, the more strident his political opposition.  As a good friend of mine likes to say, “No good deed goes unpunished.”


I served in Colorado’s House of Representatives for eight years, and my colleagues elected me Majority Leader before I was term-limited in 2006.  I consider those eight years as some of the most rewarding of my life.  I passed more than 80 bills and resolutions, and I received awards from a dozen organizations that recognized my contributions to education, health, and common sense fiscal policies.  If interested, please check my complete bio at www.keithking.org.    


There are two bills that make me especially proud, and which I think suggest my style of leadership.  The first, ironically enough, was a bill carried by Rep. Mike Merrifield (D), which enhanced a concept I had introduced with HB04-1433, Academic Growth of Students.  

My bill had changed the way CSAP evaluated students and schools, arguing that longitudinal assessment (where tests follow students as they pass through the grades) is a more effective tool than evaluating status (which tests the same grades year after year, and therefore fails to determine whether students are progressing or stagnating).  Once I was term-limited, Rep. Merrifield introduced the subsequent bill which took my innovations even further.  


It’s heartening to realize that even one’s most vehement critics can’t always resist the power of a well-reasoned argument.

The second bill is one I carried, HB03-1188, which changed Colorado from a no-fault to a tort auto insurance system.  According to a consumer group called Rocky Mountain Insurance Information Association, this bill lowered auto insurance premiums for the average driver with full policy coverage 32%, or about $417, and for the average driver with mandatory liability coverage 40.7%, or about $366.    


Since then, Democrats have started whittling away at those savings by forcing mandates on insurers.
    


Now that I am running for the Colorado Senate, I have another political fight on my hands.  We should never take these important contests lightly, but I am confident that common sense voters will rally around my common sense candidacy.  Outside special interest groups are trying to make inroads into El Paso County, donating money to local left-leaning campaigns, but history suggests that local voters will keep Senate District 12 from falling into their hands.          

I look forward to a clean campaign focusing on the big issues.  Strong, logical arguments can sometimes be polarizing, but I have always enjoyed the overwhelming support of my constituents, and I will always work to make sure I deserve it.  And if Democrats want to take my ideas and run with them, that’s just icing on the cake.  
King is the Republican candidate for State Senate District 12.        
