Information about Former State Representative Keith King - HD21, Candidate for State Senate – SD12
House District 21 Serves Parts of El Paso and Fremont Counties
Senate District 12 Serves Part of El Paso County
Personal Information

● Born in Tekoa, Washington, March 12, 1948

● B.S. degree from Colorado State University, Pueblo-1970, Industrial Education;   M.S. degree from Oregon State University-1976, Vocational Education
● Married to Sandi for 35 years.   She graduated from the University of Oregon with a teaching degree in elementary education.
● Two sons: Jeremy graduated from medical school at Des Moines University and completed his residency at Via Christi Medical Center in Wichita, Kansas and is practicing medicine in Frederick & Brighton, Colorado.  He is married to Shiree who is a CPA for KPMG.   Brandon graduated from the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs with his M.S. degree in Electrical Engineering and is an Electrical Engineer at RT Logic in Colorado Springs.

Work Career

● Taught high school and coached basketball in California and Oregon 1970-1977

Moreno Valley High School, Moreno Valley, California, 1970-1972, Taught Woodshop and Construction Technology, Industrial Education Department Chair 1971-1972


Willamette High School, Eugene Oregon 1972-1976, Taught Industrial Mechanics

Sprague High School, Salem, Oregon 1976-1977, Taught Industrial Mechanics and built a house on a job site with students.

● Started Waterbed Palace in September of 1977 in Colorado Springs, Colorado
Opened 18 Waterbed Palace stores in Colorado, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Texas, Tennessee and Virginia

Formed companies to support the retail stores:  Waterbed Palace Stores-manufacturing, Crown Advertising-advertising, Palace Acceptance-financing

Sold ownership of Waterbed Palace in 2002

● Awarded Waterbed Retailer of the Year, 1991

● Purchased office/warehouse buildings beginning in 1981. Still currently running that business.

● Administrator of Colorado Springs Early Colleges:  A charter school authorized by the Charter School Institute where students can receive a college degree, 2007

.  
Community Service

● YBA Basketball Board-Colorado Springs 1987-1991
● Cheyenne Mountain School Board 1991-1995

● Cheyenne Mountain Charter School Board 1995-1998

● Colorado League of Charter Schools 1997-present

● Appointed to the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) by Secretary Rod Paige as State Legislator-Republican 2004-present
● Appointed to the Colorado Charter School Institute board (CSI) by Governor Owens 2006-2007 

● Headed planning groups that started three charter school:  Cheyenne Mountain Charter Academy, James Irwin Charter High School and Colorado Springs Early Colleges 
House District 21 Representative

● First elected in 1998, 62nd Session of the General Assembly

a. Vice Chairman of Finance Committee

b. Member Education Committee

c. Member Colorado Commission on Higher Education

d. Member Deferred Compensation Committee

● Elected to second term in 2000, 63rd Session of the General Assembly

a. Assistant Majority Leader

b. Vice Chairman of Education Committee

c. Member Finance Committee

d. Member Legislative Council

e. Member Colorado Commission on Higher Education

f. Member Deferred Compensation Committee

●  Elected to third term in 2002, 64th Session of the General Assembly

a. Majority Leader

b. Member Legislative Council

c. Member Executive Committee

d. Member Colorado Commission on Higher Education

e. Co-Chair Colorado Reading Excellence Act

●  Elected to a fourth term in 2004, 65th Session of the General Assembly


a.  Ranking Republican member of the Education Committee


b.  Member of the Appropriations Committee

c.  Member of the Legal Services Committee


d.  Member on the Interim Committee on School Finance


e.  Member Colorado Commission on Higher Education


f.  Member Colorado Student Loan Committee
Legislative Awards

● 1999 University of Colorado, Colorado Springs – Alumni Legislative Award

● 1999 Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry Friend of Business Award

● 2000 National Federation of Independent Business – Guardian of Small Business

● 2000 Colorado Lawyers Committee – Community Contribution Award

● 2001 Mountain States Council, Legislator Recognition Award, Legislator of the Year

● 2001 Colorado Public Affairs Council – Star Award

● 2001 Colorado League of Charter Schools – Charter Friend Award

● 2002 Colorado Student Association – Student Voice Award

● 2002 Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce – Legislator of the Year Award

● 2003 Economic Development Council of Colorado, Legislator of the Year

● 2004 Colorado Dental Association, Colorado Distinguished Leadership Award
● 2005 Children’s Ark, Friends of the ARK award

Major Bills Carried and Enacted into Law during the 62nd Session

HB99-1375 John Irwin Schools of Excellence: This bill rewards public schools in the state of Colorado that had high academic achievement of students.  This bill places an emphasis on measuring student achievement using the Colorado Student Assessment Tests.

HB99-1274 Charter Schools: This bill allows charter schools to retain their fund balance at the end of the fiscal year, sue and be sued for contract enforcement, and protect enrollment waiting lists for confidentiality.    

HB00-1124 Capital Facilities: This bill gives charter school boards the same power as school district boards in planning, locating and inspecting buildings for charter schools unless it is expressly prohibited in their contract with the district. 

HB00-1227 Reduced Registration Fees: This bill reduces the annual motor registration fees required on personal and commercial vehicles.  The reduction is taken against the TABOR surplus when it is available. 
Major Bills Carried and Enacted into Law during the 63rd Session

HB01-1129 Extracurricular Activity: This bill was carried at the request of Superintendent Harlan Else of School District 12.  The purpose of the bill is to give first priority to students in the school district wishing to participate in the team sports that their school district offers.  

HB01-1303 School Improvement Grant Program: This bill allows an additional year for a public school that receives an unsatisfactory rating on the School Accountability Report to improve before it is required to be converted to a charter school.  It provides unsatisfactory schools with extra funding to help increase the academic achievement of its students.

HB01-1263 Higher Education Common Core Curriculum:  This bill creates a common core of 30 to 45 credit hours of core courses that are guaranteed to be transferable among all institutions and allows the student 10 years for completion of the core from the date of initial enrollment.   It established a limit of 60 credit hours for an Associates Degree and 120 credit hours for a Baccalaureate degree.  All Colorado students can sign a two or four year graduation agreement that formalizes a plan for that student to obtain their degree in that time.  A student has the right to know which courses are transferable among state institutions.    

HB02-1122 Education Academic Growth Profiles: This bill provides for the reporting and some funding of the student academic growth in a school year.  Teachers can use the CSAP tests to improve student achievement by measuring the academic growth of students.          

HB02-1273 Charter School Facility Financing: This bill provides charter schools a mechanism that enhances their opportunity for financing their school buildings.  It creates the opportunity for school districts and charter schools to cooperate in arranging for facility financing.

HB02-1349 School Finance Act: This bill increases funding for public schools by 5.7 percent, creates a pilot program to change academic performance ratings for schools to academic growth, and changes reporting deadlines for charter schools to report information on the same schedule as other public schools. 
SB 02-113 Anti-Terrorism in Higher Education:  This bill requires all Higher Education institutions in the state to cooperate with the federal government to verify the status of all foreign students.  All foreign students attending our high education institutions are required to be in the state legally.

SB 02-144 Exemption from public access requirements:  This bill allows a higher education governing board to discuss in executive session the awarding of honorary degrees, medals and other honorary awards.
Major Bills Carried and Enacted into Law during the 64th Session

HB03-1188 Automobile Insurance: Converted Colorado from a no-fault state to a tort state.

HB03-1363  Tax-exempt Facility Financing: This bill removes a pervasive sectarian test from non-profits who desire to issue bonds that are double tax-exempt.  This allows non-profits to save approximately two percentage points on their borrowing costs. 

HB04-1009 Governing Board Exemption From State Restrictions:  This bill exempts higher education governing boards from state restrictions concerning motor vehicle fleet systems and risk management program requirements.  
HB04-1011 Classified Personnel System on Higher Education Institutions: Allows the institutions of higher education in Colorado to set up an alternative personnel system.  Permits the governing boards of the institutions to hire their employees under their own employee system and not the states personnel system..  Please note this bill passed the House of Representatives and not the Senate.  
HB04-1141 Charter School Authorizers: Allows charter school applicants who have applied to a school district and been turned down the opportunity to apply to the state board of education.  The state board is allowed to become a state wide chartering authority.

HB04-0174 Teacher Licensure: Creates authorizations and licensees of teachers to conform to requirements of No Child Left Behind.  Allows principals and administrators to be authorized and licensed under the new requirements. 

HB04-1433 – Academic Growth of Students: Changes the School Accountability Reports to an Academic Growth Rating.  Creates a diagnostic tool for teachers to track the academic growth of students on a statewide basis and award schools for high academic growth of students

SB 04-186 – College Opportunity Fund:  Changes the funding system for higher education in the state.  Provides funding by means of a stipend to students who attend public and private colleges and universities.  Establishes performance contracts between Colorado Commission on Higher Education and the institutions which hold them accountable for outcomes.  Allows institutions to qualify for enterprise status under TABOR.  

SB 04-252 – Financing Higher Education:  Allows higher education institutions the flexibility to issue revenue bonds for capital construction if they qualify for enterprise status under TABOR.       

Major Bills Carried and Enacted into Law during the 65th Session

HB05-1026 – Educator Licensure:  Clarifies the process for approving, denying, and suspending a teacher’s license.   Also exempts military personnel from losing their licensee for active duty.  
HB05-1084 – Residential Treatment Service Rates:  Provides a mechanism to address how the state pays for Residential Treatment services for young adults.  Requires that the state must make the process market driven and allows the treatment centers to have a voice in the rate setting process.

HB05-1217 – Calculation Sufficient For Academic Growth:  Provides a stable funding source for the state to do longitudinal assessment of student academic achievement.

HJR05-1047 – No Child Left Behind Flexibility: Asked Congress to change Adequate Yearly Progress from a cross sectional measurement to a longitudinal one.  Also asked for more flexibility in evaluating special education students and the alignment between NCLB and IDEA. 

HJR06-1004  - Support to Participate in the Federal Pilot Program for Use of a Growth Model to Measure Students’ Academic Achievement:  Asked the Colorado Department of Education to apply for participation. 
HB06-1109 – Measuring Public School Effectiveness:  Reinstates the John Irwin Schools of Excellence Awards and the Governor’s Distinguished Achievement Awards.  Clarifies the use of the Technical Advisory Committee in establishing the criteria for the awards.    
